VERY EARLY AMERICA

Turkey Track Trail established (it was not named Turkey
Track until much later, however). Archeological records
indicate this trail dates back to prehistoric inhabitants.
Established long before the removal of the civilized tribes
from the South, the Turkey Track Trail had been part of an
interconnecting network of early trails leading west from
what is now Tulsa. The trail ran out toward western
Oklahoma and the buffalo hunting plains. It was an
important route for hunting and trading for Indians as they
moved from eastern Oklahoma toward the west and the
good hunting grounds. The trail first appeared to white man
during the relocation of the Five Civilized Tribes - the
Trail of Tears actually extended west of Fort Gibson along
Turkey Track. The Creeks became caretakers of the trail in
the 1830°s and later the trail was used for cattle drives. The
trail received its current name after the establishment of the
Turkey Track Ranch in the Sac and Fox Nation. Part of this

trail runs along 61st Street just down the road in the part of
the current dirt and gravel road that connects 61st & 71st
Strect. (We are located at 201st & 61st

- there was a
historic street sign put up in the 1990’s just across from our

Firey Trails gate commemorating Turkey Track Trail down
the road at 197th and 61st but it was stolen as soon as it was
erected.) Ref. 1990 s article-Tulsa World




Rock Creek Road (Unofficial Name of the dirt and gravel stretch that
runs along Rock Creek and connects 61st & 71st Street.) This primitive
road is still in current use and your group may have traveled it to Firey
Trails. If you will notice, the banks of dirt on both sides of the road are
very high in most places. This confirms the theory that the road is very

old and started out as an old Indian trail long before automobiles. It also

Approx. 1798-Opothleyahola is born in Alabama

Opothleyahola is born and is a member of the Upper Creeks
(those who lived on the upper course of the Chattahoochee
River in Alabama and Georgia). The tribal groups living on the
lower course of this river are referred to as the Lower Creek
Division. Opothleyahola was never a chief but he early showed
great ability and powers as an orator in the Creek council
meetings.

was the only way to travel from Sapulpa to this arca until the 1940°s.
Our theory is that it wound along Rock Creek all the way to Sapulpa-
though only the 2.3 miles 61st-71st section of the old original road still
exists.
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1805 - Tiger Bone born in Georgia 1830’s - Trail of Tears Period

Tiger Bone, Euchee Indian scout born in Georgia. One of his Crecks (along with the other civilized tribes) are forced from
descendants believes that Tiger Bone came to Indian Territory Alabama and Georgia and other states of the south and travel on
sometime during the Trail of Tears Era in the 1830’s the Trail of Tears to settle in Indian Territory. Opothleyahola

and the Northern Creeks settle on the Deep Fork about 6 or 8
miles southwest of present day Checotah in McIntosh County

OEothlexahola was born about the year 1798 at Tuckabatchee town in present day

Elmore County, Alabama. He is believed to have fought against the whites possibly as early
as the War of 1812 and again in the Creek War of 1813-14, including against General Andrew
Jackson at the Battle of Horseshoe Bend. Opothleyahola swore his allegiance to never again
bear arms against the Federal government.

After the Creeks signed treaties ceding the land in Alabama and Georgia to the federal gov-
ernment, Federal authorities forced the emigration of many of the tribes to the West, an exile
known as the Trail of Tears. In 1837, Opothleyahola led 8,000 of his people from Alabama
to lands north of the Canadian River in the Indian Territory, now Oklahoma. This was near
Brush Hill, on the Deep Fork River about six or eight miles southwest of present Checotah,
in McIntosh County. Opothleyahola joined the Freemasons, became a wealthy trader and
owned a 2,000 acre plantation with labor from a number of slaves. He raised cattle and
farmed the river bottom lands.

At the outbreak of the Civil War, Opothleyahola refused to form an alliance with the Confed-
eracy unlike many other tribes, including the Lower Creeks. This was in keeping with his
earlier oath of allegiance to never bear arms against the Federal government.
(Opothleyahola was of the Upper Creeks who sided with the Union.) In August of 1861,
Opothleyahola contacted President Abraham Lincoln to request help for the loyalists. He
received a positive response back stating the U.S. government would help them. The letter
from President Abraham Lincoln directed Opothleyahola to move his people to Fort Row in
Kansas where they would receive asylum and aid. In November, Confederate Col. Douglas
H. Cooper led 1,400 men including blacks and pro-Confederate Indians northward to con-
vince Opothleyahola and his followers to support the Confederacy or to “drive them from the
country.” Believing the US government, Opothleyahola led his followers toward Kansas,
fighting three battles against their pursuers. At Round Mountain, (which has the distinction
of being the first Civil War Battle fought in the future state of Oklahoma), he was able to
drive back the Confederates to Fort Gibson. However, in December, he suffered a tactical
loss at Chusto-Talasah and then a crushing defeat at Chustenahlah. Only 7,000 of his esti-
mated 9,000 followers survived the battles, disease, and bitter winter blizzards during their ill
-fated walk to Fort Row. However, they soon learned that there were not adequate medical
attention and supplies there, and the refugees were moved to Fort Belmont, where conditions
were still intolerable. The majority of the Creeks had only the clothes on their backs and
lacked proper footwear and shelter. Many more perished, among them Opothleyahola’s ,

daughter. : : :
The Trail of Tears

Opothleyahola died in the Creek refugee camp near the Sac and Fox Agency at Quenemo in
Osage County, Kansas on March 27, 1863, never realizing his hopes of returning to Indian
Territory. He was buried beside his daughter near Fort Belmont, Kansas.




Trail of Tears

The term Trail of Tears refers to the removal of the Five Civihzed Tribes from their ancient
homeland in (he East lo present-day Oklahoma. Though all of the tribes— Cherokeces,
Choctaws, Chickasaws. Creeks, and Seminoles-—were forcibly uprooted and herded westward,
the removals varied in seventy.

The Choctaws were the first to be removed. In October 1831 approximately four thousand /

Chactaws started on (oot, by wagon, or on horseback, then by steamboat, and finally overland

to Oklahoma. The migration took place during the winter over snow-covered trails. Sheller was Tribal Division of Oklahoma After the Civil War
inadequate. Food was scarce. The Choclaws moved westward in groups of between five
hundred and two thousand. Hundreds died. Entire families, and in some inslances whole

communities, perished of discase, exposure, exhaustion, and accidents. It was from the — i o ey
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The Cherokees suffered the most. Supporters of the removal, numbenng aboul two thousand,
moved west between 1835 and 1838 in relative easce, but about fourteen thousand others
opposed removal. Georgia militia invaded the Cherakee Nation, destroying crops, burning
homes, and scaltering families. To control the militia and bring order to the removal process,
federal roops rounded up the remaining Cherokees and herded them into concentration
camps. Discasc spread rapidly. Many died. and others were sick when they started westward
in 1838. Eventually one-quarler of the tnbe perished.
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Deceived by government agents Into signing a removal trealy, the Seminoles fought when
federal authoritics insisted they honor the fraudulent trealy. The result was the Second
Seminole War. Fighling started in 1835 as the U.S. Army moved into Florida to remove the
Seminoles. The last band of Seminoles were forced westward in chains in February 1858



April 12, 1861 - Civil War Begins
The first shot of the Civil War fired by the
Confederates at Fort Sumter, South Carolina.

Billy Bruner, a Creek legend, lefi and
below with his son, was on both sides of
the law. Following an arrest for liquor
trading, Bruner accidentally killed U.S.
Marshal Bill Moody. While in prison, he
met then-Ohio Gov. William McKinley,
who soon became president and pardoned
the young Indian. After his release,
Bruner didn’t retire his Winchester but
joined a Tulsey Town voluntary posse
that tracked down outlaws. Bruner, who
was said to have had at least six wives and
lived well past 100, was credited with
helping to establish law and order in
Indian Territory.

Approx. 1861 - William G. “Billie” Bruner Born

William G. “Billy” Bruner born to George & Annie Bruner. His mother, Annie, a
northern Creek follower of Opothleyahola, recounted to him how she had
carried him as a baby on the tragic march through snow and ice to Kansas after his
birth. Annie is also buried in Tiger Bone Cemetery 1/4 mile from this location.

William G.
"Billie"
Bruner

Muscogee (Creel) Neftion
ouse of [Kings

1860* - 1952

*The date of Bruner s birth is uncertain.
The date above is based on information
from other historical accounts

i

Billie Bruner’s Residence in his later years right
near tracks where the Sand Springs Street Car
ran. This is located at the corner of 65th &
Charles Page Blvd. on the Sand Springs Line.

Left to right: William G. Bruner,
of the Creek Nation, and Samuel
W. Brown, Chief of the Yuchi.
(Photo, 1951)
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Station, Sand Springs Park. ~ TULSA, Okla.

Early Photo of Bruner Station







