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| am making available online and in print the Dunn Family History Album
contents. There are several reasons, only Ernie and Wilma are still living
of the Dunn siblings. Also, technology has changed and made it easy to
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make available online. Lastly, the next generation may not even be
familiar that this notebook exi
bling that | didnoét get t hei

r

sts
answW

should have interviewed him personally and recorded his answers but

everyone else is there. Thereodos | ¢

growing up years. The next page says this album was dedicated to Bill

Dunn who had just passed on. Thankfully he had filled out his

guestionnaire earlier that year. We hope you enjoy reading and revisiting.

Acknowledgments & Comments
December - 2001

Dear Family Member:

Well, here is the Dunn Family History album that I’ve been promising for
so long now. In it you’ll hopefully find much insight on the growing up years of
Jess & Edna’s children. When Uncle Bill Dunn recently died, I thought I would
use this as an incentive to dive in and complete this project once and for all. I was
so glad that Bill mailed in his set of answers several months back. Even though I
am still waiting on answers from Ivy, I decided to go ahead and print a first
edition of the project. After he completes his set of answers I will give everyone
who has been given or purchased a book an updated copy. This will allow others
who have already contributed, time to think of any changes or additions (if a
question was left unanswered because nothing could be thought at the time). This
will also allow for any corrections to names, dates, spellings, or any other
information that need to be made. (Also, if there is a photo of a main character in
this album that I missed, and you would like it included, let me know.)

I would like to thank all the children of Jess & Edna Dunn for their
contribution to this project. I'd especially like to thank Ramona who made a
“long term” loan of her photos. Because of her extensive photo library (along
with Dad & Mom’s-Curtis & Debbie) I was able to include approximately 200
photos or variations thereof. I’ve also included a few from our own photos.
Some of the scans I did were very clear but others not as good (depending on,the
clarity of the original and the size of what I was scanning). That’s why some pho-
tos are crisper than others.

Hope you are enlightened and enjoy this “journey down memory lane”.

Diana Dunn Firey
(Daughter of Curtis)



Born: July 1, 1936
Entered Into Rest: November 29, 2001
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H Cribute to Bill

I count it an honor to write about Bill as he has always been very special to me, and we grew even closer as the years went
by. He will really be missed.

I thank the Lord for Bill and the years He left Bill here on earth to be a blessing to others, which he truly was, to both the
young and old. At the funeral home his young neighbors told us how they missed Bill since he had married and moved
away. They said that if they ever needed anything Bill was always there to help them out. He visited the elderly in their
homes and hospital rooms, often taking them where they needed to go. He helped the homeless and the down-and-out,
giving them money, shelter, or whatever he could do for them.

Bill loved giving gifts to others. He definitely believed that “it is more blessed to give than to receive.” He once bought us
a car for furlough and contributed many times for our work in Peru. He made three trips there. In 1998 when he was there
we went to the mountains. While there we visited a church. He was very touched. The next year he went back to Peru to
take money donated by him and another brother to the mountain church so they could roof their building. But after arriv-
ing in Peru he became very ill and was in intensive care for three days and nearly died, but two weeks later he was deter-
mined to complete his mission. While in the mountains he came close to death again, but he was delighted that he was
able to deliver the money to help the church. The people in Peru loved him as they saw the love of Christ in him. They
will greatly miss him.

The day before he died he was sad because he didn’t want to leave his wife of almost nine months, Lynda, or his children
and grandchildren. He desired to continue enjoying his new marriage, his walks with Lynda and the trips they had planned
to take together. He loved her very much and was so thankful that she was with him in those difficult days. He loved vis-
iting his children, and especially his grandchildren. He loved talking about them and the great fisherman that Brandon
was. He would shed a tear as he sang his song he wrote about Brandon. Because of his sadness, I told him that every time
we left for Peru that we couldn’t dwell on those that we were leaving behind, but we anticipated those that we would be
seeing. We began talking about the great family reunion in Heaven with Opal, Mom and Dad, J.D., Ella Mae, Trudy,
Ralph and the others. And most of all, the Lord.

His last day here on earth was a good day. He walked and talked and was very cheerful. After supper he, Lynda, Dave,
and I sat in the living room and watched Wheel of Fortune, and then turned the T.V. off to talk, read and pfay. He shared
with us how he was no longer afraid of death because of the time he nearly died and the peace that came upon him at that
moment. He said that his favorite chapter in the Bible was Psalm 23. We read that and many other verses in the Bible and
then we each prayed. In one of his prayers (either that day or a few days before) he prayed that the Lord leave him here to
be able to serve Him more by helping others. That night he prayed for his family and shared with us his desire that they
grow in the Lord. We prayed that each offspring of Mom and Dad’s would know Christ and go to Heaven. Bill prayed
that when it was his time to go that the Lord would take him quickly and not let him suffer. When we finished praying we
walked to his bedroom, and within a few minutes the Lord answered his prayer and took him to Heaven. We are so thank-
ful to know that he no longer is suffering, choking for air, or weak. We had just sang that night, “Those that wait upon the
Lord shall renew their strength. They shall mount up with wings as eagles. They shall walk and not be weary, they shall
run and not faint, teach me Lord to wait.” Bill’s desire is to be with each of his loved ones there in Heaven throughout eter-
nity. How will that be? If each one will ask Christ to save him from his sins by His blood and will believe in Him with all
his heart, giving himself to Christ to love Him and follow Him. “Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, call ye upon
him while he is near: Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the
Lord, and he will have mercy upon him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.” (Isa. 55: 6-7)

We prayed that the Lord would leave Bill here longer but maybe Opal, Mom and Dad, J.D., Ella Mae, Trudy and Ralph,
and all the others were saying, “Lord, bring him up here. We want to have him here with us.”

Bill, thank you for your loving example. We love you, and miss you. May each of us see you soon. Your sis,

Welma

Note: Lyrics from the song Bill wrote for Brandon are included with color photo’s of Bill later in this album.

(Scanned Copy of what Wilma Surrett wrote in 2001)



2001

Children of Jess & Edna Mae Dunn

1. Jay Dee (Deceased)

2 Trudy (Deceased)
(Amanda Gertrude DeFaye)

3. Curtis

4. A. B. (Died within a few hours)
5. Marvin

6. Ella Mae (Deceased)

(Mary Ella Mae)
7. Ivy
8 Bill (Deceased)
9. Ramona
10. Ernest
11. Wilma
June - 2025

This is a list of those alive in 2001. Only Ernie and Wilma remain




Questions and Answers - Dunn Family History Album

1. Whatis your given name?
Curtis - Curtis Wayne Dunn
Maryvin - Marvin Dunn
Ivy
Bill - Willie Ray “Bill” Dunn
Ramona - Ramona Clemie Jane Dunn
Ernie - Ernest Glendolen Dunn
Wilma - Wilma

2.  How did your parents arrive at your name (if you

know)?

Curtis - Unknown to me.

Marvin_- Unknown to me.

Ivy -

Bill - After Willy Cummings, Dad’s good friend.

Ramona - Mom always said she named me after both my grandmothers, Clemie Carter and
Jane Dunn. She named me Ramona because she didn’t want to call me either of those names.

Ernie - Don’t know.

Wilma - ?

3. Where and when were you born? What home place, if you know.

Curtis - I was born at Big Cabin in Craig County, Oklahoma on January 11th, 1927.

Maryin_- 1 was born in Oregon, August 15th, 1930.

Ivy -

Bill - Farm house 8 miles southeast of Cleveland, OK, July 1, 1936.

Ramona - 1was born at home, July 19, 1938, on the old Joe Hamilton place north of
Mannford.

Ernie - 1 was born September 20, 1941, in Terlton, Oklahoma.

Wilma - Grandpa Carter’s home place - Humpy Creek outside of Cleveland, Oklahoma,

March 17, 1946.

3A Do you know of any information handed down about the time you were
born?

Curtis - My grandparents on my mother’s side and Mom & Dad lived up around or in be-
tween Cleveland and Keystone and they all moved to Craig County before I was born and we
lived there for one year and then we moved back up around where we lived before that. We had
to move in a farm wagon with teams of mules or horses and it would take about a week each way
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