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TEIGER BONE

CEMETERY

“Tiger Bone Cemetery - Historic Hallowed Ground”

"William Bruner, old-time Town King, restsin the Tiger Bone Cemetery near other mem-
bers of hisfamily including Annie Bruner, his mother; his daughters, Esther Bruner Reno and
Stella M. Goodwin; his sons, Lewisand Emanuel Bruner; hissister, Jemima Rodgers and her
daughter, Lucy Rodgers; Flora Bruner and several other unmarked graves. He asked to be bur-
ied there among his people and near the Old Coyote Trail where he had hunted when a youth,
twenty miles southwest of Tulsa." Asprinted in The Chronicles of Oklahoma - Winter 1952-53

Tlger Bone Cemetery Isjust 1/10 of amile down the road east from our Fi reyrallsturn in on our

many other members of B|II|e Bruner
. |family chose thistiny cemetery astheir §
4 fina resting place. Billie Bruner is by s
3 far the most storied inhabitant on the cemetery. In hislifetime he had

¥ against the Confederates in the first Civil War in Oklahoma at Round
i" Mountain.) Billie Bruner also had personal connections with Grat
l Dalton of the infamous Dalton Gang, the hanging Judge Isaac Parker

in Fort Smith and William McKinley, the 25th President of the United

“ing Billie Bruner's funeral after he died on Easter Sunday, 1952.

Tiger Bone Cemetery was desecrated in the 50's by artifact hunters and has fallen prey to
vandalism and neglect since. Since sometime in the mid to late 80's,
most of the hundred year old headstones had been either broken,
turned over or stolen. Tiger Bone and Billie Bruner, especialy, had
prominent large headstones which are now nowhere to be seen. Only
afew small headstones can been seen scattered here and there among
the weeds.

It's such a shame, but now it’s very hard to distinguish the memorial s
grounds (fenced with barbed wire) from the pasture land that sur- &
rounds it on three sides. The tiny cemetery seems to be destined to
fade into an anonymous oblivion....A sad commentary for such ajg
historic, hallowed piece of ground. (Written by Diana Firey ing
2005. See the developments since on the next page.) 5




Forgotten faded flowers at Tiger Bone Cemetery

Current Update (May 5, 2009) - On January 23, 2009, we received an email
from Jay Idle WhollvesmtheOkIahomaClty area. Jay isthe great, great grandson of Billie

¥ 2 Bruner. He knew that his great, great grandfather was
buried at Tiger Bone Cemetery but had no idea of the loca-
tion of the cemetery. While researching the phrase "Tiger
Bone Cemetery” on the internet, he came across our web-
site and replica Tiger Bone Cemetery (because Tiger Bone
Cemetery is aways featured with our hayride visitors and
IS prominent on our website). He said his heart skipped a
8 beat when he realized that we knew exactly where the
i cemetery was located (since we had the phrase that the
¥ actual cemetery was 1/10th of a mile from our replica at
Firey Trails.) Since then, Jay and his wife, Niki, have
» visited us and have been able to visit the cemetery for the
first time. Jay is currently in correspondence with the
Creek Nation regarding the eventual restoration of this
¢+ | abandoned cemetery. After all these years, looks like Tiger

5w Bone Cemetery might not stay forgotten after all !

Jay and his sister, Jennie, visiting Tiger Bone Cemetery on 4-26-09

The modern address of Tiger Bone Cemetery would be: 19200 W. 61st Street S.

on the old Rock Creek Road
(1/10th of a mile from where 61st dead ends going east and starts to wind.)

_______________

give much more information on Billie Bruner, Tiger Bone and others burled at the cemetery. Alsothereare
links to other famous people connected to those buried at Tiger Bone.

Stay Turned! Lookslikethe Tiger Bone Cemetery story may not have a sad ending after all !
We will keep you updated.
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