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MY YEAR IN VIETNAM

About one year ago I stepped off the first plane on which

I1'd ever flown, ;
1 placed my trembling feet on the strangest land I've ever

known.

v

A newly-trained recruit, sl
I'd been taught how to march and shoot.

P

f B
I found myself in S.E. Asia, a place called Long Binhﬁg“

So. Vietnam,
To be a participant in a war 10,000 miles from home.
“ia
I was still a kid, not fully "growed",
Not ready to carry a man's load.
1.5

How to pray and trust in God, I just didn't know,
My will-power must increase and my faith would h:

My first assignment wasn't what I'd planned; 5
For it was humping the boonies in Vietnam.,

; 3
I'd been in country a week or two, 8
And they said, "This is what you'll

sl e i

It's a job we know you can do,

Then I replied, "Sofﬁy's
"But for that job, I'm

4 little prayer always pulled us through. G

There we'd get cle
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25 the guard position, l
' . €T once bothered with constipation.
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Agded to my intense friéht%le o
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giant lizards were cursing loudl
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ed like fighter bombers in the air.

Tpe enemy is not easy to define,
ynether it be N.V.A., V.C., a booby trap, or a mine.

put for sure you'll get a raw deal,
Because the mosguitoes will eat your blood for every meal.

with mortar all around and bullets cracking over-head,
you realize you might come home dead. :

Then again I'd ask God to protect me,
WLord, help us to defeat the enemy."

snd that's what I'd do, -
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Then off to the
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ward slightly,

'd moved north
By noMgs China Sea.

To Chu Lai on the So.

As I watch the tides come and g0,
And one happy day I know.

I'11 span that mighty ocean in a big silver freed
UG rgaring engines will be the sweetest sound
And it will be a one-way trip and that's for sure
Not just a visit like I went on before.

fine for a week or two,

A leave is
oul bilue it

But going back's sure to leave Yy

Well, now, only 50 days remain,
0f my tour in So. Vietnam.

So now I'm a short-timer at last ;
Watching the days slowly pass.

Just around the corner is ',the.”
'

You say what have I
I'm not sure, but
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