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The Root Ranch (now listed at 5737 S. 209 W. Ave.) was also known as The Rocky Retreat 

I am a subscriber to a website called 

Newspapers.com (to go along with my 

Ancestry membership).  A person can 

access all kinds of newspaper articles 

and pages just by putting in a location 

and subject and date range.  It was 

very interesting to look at the various 

articles that popped up from years ago.  

So thought I’d share a few of them on 

this calendar according to theme.  A 

person realizes when reading some of 

these that a person’s family and social 

life was celebrated after-the-fact in 

print back then free of charge.  Long 

before social media like Facebook 

came along, the happenings were right 

in the paper.  When some family event 

happened, the mother of the                       

household (in this case, Sylvia Firey) 

would send in a written article about 

the happening to the local newspaper 

(sometimes to more than one) and it 

would soon be printed and be in the 

mix with all the other news (social and 

other news) of the community. So if 

you wanted to keep up – you sub-

scribed to and read the paper.  Not 

only HOW news was shared is obso-

lete but newspapers themselves are 

becoming that way.  How times have 

changed!  I have also included a few 

general interest news articles mixed in.  

I thought the first befitting article(s) to 

share was about the history-rich Root 

Ranch built by William P. Root after the 

turn of the century in the early 1900’s.  

The rock house still stands and is 

owned by Clarence Gilbert today.  This 

is not necessarily tied to the family               

directly  (but in a way it is-John Ken-

neth Firey was born in that house-the 

family home being just across the 

road) but is definitely the oldest, tied to 

the creek and is the most historical 

place in the Rock Creek Community.  

The dirt road to and from Sapulpa 

dead ended at his place up until the 

late 1940’s until 209 came through 

from the north.  John Kenneth Firey 

helped by mixing mortar for the rock of 

the one lane bridge that was recently 

replaced.   Most of the other articles 

and excerpts are tied to the family in 

some way directly or indirectly.  Once 

printed out, I realized some of the print 

is tiny, but though tiny, its high                         

resolution enough and clear enough 

that a person could read with a                     

magnifying glass (there are fancy ones 

of these nowadays).  You can also 

zoom in on a smartphone-I’ve tried to 

make mobile friendly.  These tiny print 

articles contain multiple names, places 

and activities long gone.  So decided to 

go ahead and include them, rather 

than leave them off because of lack of 

space.  The Keystone News type arti-

cles are not the most important ones 

but if someone wants to take a closer 

look, they will find them interesting.  

Hopefully the family will find this all as 

interesting as I did.  -  Diana Firey 

Being the first attorney in Sapulpa, William 
and Stella Root’s main residence was in town 
at 411 S. Main Street but the Root Ranch was 

their summer home. 



Sapulpa                        
Herald 

 June 5, 1935 

Sapulpa Evening Light  -  Aug. 1, 1911 

The Okla Farmer 
June 14, 1912 

Gray wolves were also extirpated in                    

Oklahoma in the mid-to-late 1930s. Some of 

the last ones were recorded at the Wichita 

Mountains Wildlife Refuge. Habitat                        

destruction and hybridization with coyotes 

and domestic dogs seemingly led to the                  

disappearance of the red wolf by the late 

1960s or early 1970s.  

Creek County Republican 
Friday, Nov. 28, 1913 

The Democrat 
News  -  Tues 
Nov. 9, 1971 

Sapulpa Evening Light  -  April 3, 

Sapulpa Eve Light 
January 11, 1911 

Sapulpa Evening 
Light  -  Jan. 6, 1911 

Sapulpa Herald 
Tues. Sept. 9, 1924 5 pound catfish 



Sapulpa Herald  -  August 10, 1966 

Sapulpa Herald  -  August 13, 1978 
 

Sap Herald  -  August 08, 1961 

Photo above of the Firey                       
Family on Stage and The Firey 

Brothers Group below were 
taken by Margie Deere in 1978 



Sapulpa Herald  
February 13, 1962 

The Cleveland American  
Thursday, Nov. 26, 1959 

Sapulpa Herald  
August 12, 1973 

The Democrat News 
Thursday, March 29, 1962 

Sapulpa Herald 
Dec. 19,1974 

Sapulpa Herald-June 19, 1947 

Sapulpa Herald 
October 25, 1971 

Sapulpa Herald 
May 1, 1973 



Sapulpa Herald  -  March 15, 1953 

Cleveland American  -  Dec. 15, 1960 

Sapulpa Herald  -  Tuesday, Dec. 2, 1969 

Democrat News  -  March 14, 1957 

Cleveland 
American 
Thursday, 

Sept 14, 
1961 

 

The Times  -  July 6, 1961 

Sapulpa Herald-Mon. Dec 16, 1974 

Oklahoma Farmers Union 



Sap. Herald  -  March 23, 1940 

The below transcript came from a video made of Aunt Kathern Firey 

Thomas’ story at the 80th Birthday party of Uncle Bill at Steve 

Firey’s House in December of 2005.  This is pretty much transcribed 

word for word: 
 

“This was about in 1938 or 39 and this might have been 40 – it            

couldn’t have been later than that. And we wanted to go see Gone 

With The Wind.  Everyone was talking about Gone With The 

Wind….and it was such a nice movie to see and four hours long.  

And we had no way to get there so we started walking…me, Mama 

and Betty.  We walked…and we was about seven miles down to what 

we called Pumpkin Center and that was where Aunt Mandy and             

Uncle Mose lived.  So we stayed all night with them and it was still 

seven or eight miles on into Sapulpa.  So Aunt Winnie and Uncle 

Gus came by – They had been out here and they was going home to 

Oklahoma City and they stayed all night with Aunt Mandy and Uncle 

Mose.  So we got onto the movie and we were sitting there enjoying 

the movie.  You know, it was a long movie – four hours in the              

beginning!  Then someone tapped Mama on the shoulder for he was 

sitting behind, you know.  And Mama was afraid, she said “Girls, 

Don’t look around.”  She said “It might be some ole drunk!”  So we 

didn’t say anything and pretty soon Bill knew (he probably heard 

what Mama said).  He didn’t say anything, he had just tapped Mama 

on the shoulder.  So anyway, it was Bill!  He had ridden his horse in 

to Sapulpa and parked it (laughter from gathering) in Farmers                

Exchange Parking Lot (Bill – “wagon yard in those days”)  We 

couldn’t ride the horse home with him…we walked two or three 

miles north of (Sapulpa) to Uncle Varner…..Matt Varner.  So we 

walked up there and he took us home, but had to take us three miles 

(short) of home because the road was muddy.  He couldn’t drive that 

without getting stuck in the road.   And we walked the rest of the way 

home.  I think that was the only movie Mama ever saw and she loved 

it!”  Added info talked about afterwards:  Gus and Winnie had driven 

them to Sapulpa from Mose and Mandy’s.  -  It was a two day trip to 

go see a movie in those days….but according to Kathern, it was 

worth it!  -  Kathern and Betty went to see Gone With The Wind           

several times after that. 

Yale Theater  -  7 South Main 

Mar 12, 1940 

Feb 27, 1940 
July 22, 1948 



Cleveland American 
Thursday, April 2, 1959 

The Times 
November 13, 1966 

The Cleveland American 
January 2, 1958 

The Cleveland American 
Thursday, February 4, 1960 

The Sand Springs, Leader 
Thursday, July 25th, 1957 



Cleveland American  -  Thurs, April 2, 1959 

Cleveland American 
Thurs, August 25, 1960 

Cleveland American 
Thurs, Nov. 26, 1959 

Cleveland American 
Thurs, Sept. 4, 1958 

Cleveland 
American 

Thurs, 
Feb. 4th 

1960 

All of these                      

articles 

have Firey 

Family 

News in 

them mixed 

in with all 

the other                       

community                   

news 

Several of these are “close to the paper” - tiny but clear 

so a magnifying glass might be helpful. 



The Tulsa World  -  February 24, 1946 

(Excerpt of Large Article) 



1946  -  Feb. 21st   

(According to News Articles Found in Area Papers) 

Keystone Reservoir First Proposed 
by Army Corp of Engineers 

1946  -  March 3rd   

Cleveland, Pawnee County &                         
Keystone Leaders Publicly Oppose 
Dam 

1948  -  June 6th  

Tulsa Keystone Boosters in favor of 
the Dam Predict clear flowing               
Arkansas flowing by Tulsa upon its 
creation 

1953  -  October 21   

Dam site finalized to half mile                  
below confluence of Cimarron & 
Arkansas Rivers 

1956  -  July 26th   

Keystone citizens meet in the                      
Keystone School gymnasium to 
discuss moving or abandoning the 
town and accepting government 
appraisals 

1956  -  November 22nd 

Land outside of town of Keystone 
being purchased for dam 

1957  -  January 31st 

Appraisal of land begins in town of 
Keystone 

1960  -  March 10 

Bids submitted on Highway 51                
relocation 

1960  -  December 7th 

Keystone Reservoir Bridge Bids 
Opened* 

*My dad was a bridge carpenter and 
worked on several of these bridges.-DF 

1962  -  January 7th 

Exodus from Old Mannford begins 

1962  -  September 28 

Final bucket of Concrete poured at 
the dam.  Total concrete is 770,000 
cubic yards.  Dam is 56% finished 

1962  -  August 23rd 

Cloverleaf of 151 & Highway 64 
takes shape 

1963  -  February 13th 

River flow channel diverted to go 
thru dam sluices 

1964  -  July 16th 

Final touches of Dam fall in place 

1964  -  August 27th 

Tulsa County Commissioners vote 
for $500,000 right-of-way land                     
purchases for Keystone                                 
Expressway thru City of Sand 
Springs. 

1964  -  September 3rd 

Month+ Contest is held on predict-
ing when the lake will reach power 
pool elevation of 723 feet.  A boat 
with accessories is prize to the win-
ner. 

1964  -  Nov                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Keystone Lake is filled to 723 feet 
on November 20, 1964, 35 seconds 
past 2:49am  -  by upstream heavy 
rains.  Robert Treece, an Indian 
Electric Coop employee, predicted 
closest and won a boat, motor and 
trailer  

1963  -  January 16th 

President John F. Kennedy had 
agreed in 1962 with Senator Robert 
S. Kerr to come in 1964 to dedicate 
the Keystone Dam.  (Robert S. Kerr 
died January 1, 1963 of a heart 
attack and JFK was assassinated 
on Nov. 22nd of 1963) 

1964  -  September 11th 

Reservoir set to start filling this date 

1964  -  September 3rd 

Closing of the Dam Ceremony is 
held on 09-11-64 complete with 
Pawnee Indian rain dancers and 
top dignitaries attending. Ceremony 
is held on overlook area south of             
Keystone Dam. 

1964  -  July 16th 

Keystone State Park near                               
completion 

1963  -  September 10th 

Reports of booming real estate 
sales for land around the Keystone 
Lake. 

1963  -  Year End 

Reservoir and Dam projected to be 
80% completed. 



Cleveland Lakeside Times– Feb. 17, 1962 

The Tulsa World  -  February 17, 1963 

1962  -  October 13th  

Keystone Post Office closed (with 13                    
patrons).  It had 175 patrons just 5 years before.  
Gas and electric to be shut off on 12-01-62.  
Many families moving to CoyoteTrial area. 

04-21-60 07-07-60 

05-03-62 

08-23-62 

05-02 
1963 

05-02-63 
03-07-63 

02-17-62 

08-23-62 07-16-64 

04-18-63 



04-14-52 

12-08-60 

07-19-1970 

Sapulpa Daily Herald 

(A Photo and caption I happen to stumble 
upon when working on this project.  Notice 

John K. Firey to the right of center.  He was 

very involved in all things of the community.) 

Sept. 1, 2008 Photo taken of cracked 
209 One Lane Bridge Foundation.  (We 

sent photos to Tulsa County requesting a 

bridge replacement.) As everyone knows 
the bridge has been replaced finally in 

July-Oct. 2022.  According to William F. 

(Bill) Firey, John K. Firey mixed up the 

mortar for the county man or men that 

built the sandstone foundation. 

The original bridge date is probably 
1948. 

(Because of length, the below are mainly excerpts) 

07-03-47 

11-01-45 

11-01-45 

06-17-48 
11-09-45 

09-19-45 



07-15-83 

Sapulpa Herald 

02-27-76  -  Sap. Herald 

04-29-73 
06-08-71 

01-21-75 

06-12-83 

05-05-78 

09-13-74 
06-28-73 

02-25-78 

06-27-76 



01-06-81 11-09-86 

12-24-86 

Sapulpa Herald  -  12-25-63 Sapulpa Herald  -  12-25-63 

Sapulpa Herald  -  12-25-63 Sapulpa Herald  -  12-24-64 






