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Teresa Lynn Tisher Lay was born on November 22, 1953 in Tulsa, Oklahoma. She was the daughter of Lewis D. and
Clara Jeane (Carter) Tisher. Teresa was raised and attended school in Cleveland, graduating with the class of 1972.

Shortly after graduation, Teresa was married and had three children, Kefni, Kevin and David. She has been a lifelong
Cleveland area resident and was employed for many years as a bookkeeper for the County of Pawnee, State of
Oklahoma.

Teresa was described by her family and friends as a strong and loving wife, mother and grandmother who was faithful,
compassionate and caring. She devoted her life to taking care of her family and received her most happiness from
spending time with them. She loved getting the family together at holiday time whether it be the 4th of July, Thanksgiving
or Christmas; making each person feel loved and special. Teresa especially enjoyed attending the Carter/Dunn family

reunion.

She spent countless hours watching the Young and the Restless and ensured that the DVR was programmed such that
she could watch the program without commercial interruption.

Teresa was a faithful Christian woman who accepted Christ as her personal savior at an early age; attending the First
Baptist Church in her early years. Later she became involved in the Grace Gospel Church in Jennings and then the
Western Heights Baptist Church in Cleveland. On one occasion she traveled to Suriname in South America, assisting with

a mission project in that country in conjunction with the Grace Gospel Church.

Teresa was married to Preston Lay, Sr. on June 2, 2006 in Cleveland. They have made their home in Cleveland for the
past thirteen years. The couple enjoyed traveling and spent many enjoyable times visiting the Grand Canyon, Royal
Gorge, Mesa Verde, Painted Desert and much of Colorado. She also enjoyed taking trips to Branson, Missouri.

Teresa was an Oklahoma State University Cowboy Basketball fan and also enjoyed Cowboy football. She liked listening
to contemporary Christian music; especially MercyMe and Casting Crowns.

She passed from this life to her heavenly home on Sunday, May 19, 2019 at the age of sixty-five years, five months and
twenty-seven days. She is survived by her husband, Preston Lay, Sr. of the home; five children, Kefni and husband Kevin
Cartwright, David and his wife Frankie Mills, Kevin Mills, Preston and his wife Kim Lay, and Julie and her husband John
David Casey; mother, Clara Jeane Ross; three sisters, Laverne and Harvey Smith, Sheila and Alan Huff, Diann and Terry
Monforte; grandchildren, Kaleb and Tori Cartwright, Kolton Cartwright, Korbin Cartwright, Dakota Mills, Blayne Williams,
Graceann Jewel Mills, Jesse Lay, Megan and Mark Hamilton, Allison Casey and Paige Casey; great-grandchlidren,
Kaybra Cartwright, Kyden Cartwright, Emery Ridgeway, Karter Ridgeway, Bryton Cartwright, Kaegin Morei and Shawn
Morei. Teresa was preceded in death by her father, Lewis D. Tisher, stepfather Gene Ross, maternal grandparents Ed
and Teenie Carter, and paternal grandparents Thomas and Sally Tisher.

A time of remembrance and visitation will be held from 10:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m., Thursday, and a Celebration of Life

Service will be held at 2:00 p.m., Friday, May 24, 2019 at the Western Heights Baptist Church with Rev. David Head and

Helen Muse officiating. Friends may share a memory or express their sympathy at www.chapman-black.com. The family
suggests donations to the American Cancer Society.
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Teresa is the daughter of Lewis Denton Tisher and Clara Jeane Carter Tisher Ross and the
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