Freda & Lloyd around 1949

An

Interview
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Last of His

Generation

Freda & Lloyd, June 8, 2012



(Since the subjects of this interview jumped around quite a bit and our talk
was rather conversational, some answers have been slightly paraphrased
and non-relevant conversation edited out for better readability. But answers
are as close as possible to the actual conversation. Some questions that no
answer could be thought of have been edited out.

Entire unedited conversation is available on an audio 2 CD set-a little over
2 hours total of conversation/interview session.)

(The interview was both video recorded and recorded on a small digital
recorder.) ‘

Opening Statement

Today is Friday, June 8", 2012 and I am interviewing my great uncle, Lloyd
Carter, and also his wife, Aunt Freda. They’ve come out to my house so I
can ask questions about the early years and can add this to my Carter-Dykes
Family Tree Notebook I have just completed.

Uncle Lloyd and Aunt Freda, I know we are going a long ways back down
memory lane and that you won’t be able to recall everything I’'m going to
ask. But I do appreciate the answers that you will remember and your giving
the current generations (and future ones that may read this later) a glimpse of
the early days of the Carters on memories that come back to you as I ask
these questions. Okay, let’s get started.....

June 20, 2025 This paraphrased transcript was created in June of 2012 based on
recording (and nowideo recording | had going at the same time) of LIloyd and Freda
Carter. For age 94, Lloyd seemed to be in relatively good health (and so did his wif
Freda). Looking back | compare this June 8, 2012 recording date and then the Oct
2012 date that Lloyd passed away just a little over three months later. (His son saic
declined quickly after getting a cold.) The original video tape had gotten glitchy with
original audio dropping in and out. So | used the lesser quality audio recording to r¢
the glitchy audio on part of the video tape. But | also notice that the video is not as
this transcribed transcript. | may have not recorded a second video tape way back
have gotten the paraphrased transcript from the lesser audio recording. If I did | wi
another YouTube video adding on the lesser audio recording of LIoyd and Freda
extending the video/newideo to include this entire paraphrased transcript.

- Diana Dunn Firey
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Uncle Lloyd Carter Interview Questions

Your name is Lloyd George Carter. Why did your parents select
this name for you? Did you have a nickname?

I don’t know on Lloyd, but the middle name could have been after
my dad’s brother, George (who you’ve found in the family tree),
but I’m not sure.

Uncle Lloyd, I notice you were born in 1918 in Stuart, Hughes
County, Oklahoma. So were at least one other of you kids (Cleo).
How did your mom and dad and family happen to live there at that
time. Did they have another farm there?

Yes, he had bought an old farm there, but I don’t remember
anything about it. I believe they lived down there about 7 years,
but we were back in Pawnee County by 1920.

Why did he pick that place for a farm?

Why did he pick any of them that he did, because there was never
any of them that was worth 10 cents?

What would be your earliest childhood memory growing up?

Well, we lived on the old Beers (not sure on spelling) place
between Sennett and Cleveland. Anyhow, I can faintly remember,
probably me and Cleo, we had a big cardboard box set up beside
the porch playing in it.

You’ve told me your dad sold his goods by traveling by horse and
wagon. What did he sell and how many miles did he travel out.

Well, I can remember one time, we had a heck of a watermelon
crop. He loaded up a load of watermelons and went to Mannford
with them trying to sell them for 25 cents a piece. He sold 2 or 3
or 4 and came back with 2 or 3 dollars. He came home and fed the
rest of them to the hogs.
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He also always dabbled in junk...even when he moved into
Cleveland. He made a living in later years buying and selling. Of
course Bud also had a store, and you couldn’t get into it for all the
stuff including log chains.

What year did they move into Cleveland?
Probably early 40’s or so.

What crops and animals did your father raise? What provided
most of his livelihood throughout his life.

~We always had cows, work horses and raised some goats. Back
5hen no.one Ihad traetors so we did all the work with hdrses

Did yeur dad drive?

Someone tried to sell Dad a flatbed truck in the late 20’s when we
lived around:Big Cabin during hay season. . They were out in the
hay field workmg and at n6oOn they-came in the hotise for lunch.
Afterwards someone talked him.into getting behind the wheel t,g
learn how to drive while, frying to sell h;.mfhe truck.- There Wasa .
freshly graded dirt road with a ridge of dirt'along the side. He got
his front wheel over into that dirt and the truck got away from him’
and he hit a telephdne pole."He said, Well, that’s the end of that!”

So he never did learn to drive or own a vehicle?

No, he did not. As far as I know, that’s the only time he tried to
drive. He never owned a vehicle.

What kind ‘of'crops did you raise?
Cotton, com ,a.r.l;d.‘.S'm:éll";qraih.._ .
Did he sell any of that?

We sold the ¢’0tton and hauled it fot the gln Whete was the gin? 1 _

et oo )

beélieve the gin was at Mannford. “(Freda) Did you evet see them
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